
 

 

 

 

               

                                  October 2016 

                             

    
The weather may be cooling off but we sure aren’t! What a wonderful first month of school. 
Your children are amazing and settling in nicely to their routines. They are so excited to 
explore their rooms and the materials. We love helping them on their road to success. 
 
Two weeks ago you should have received a For Small Hands catalog. This is a fabulous 
opportunity to provide some wonderful items for your child or do some Holiday shopping. The 
school receives a percentage of our overall purchases through a gift voucher that we use to 
replace damaged or broken materials. Orders need to be in by October 19th so we will be 
eligible for free shipping. Please leave orders with your child’s teacher.   
 
Our delicious, annual Lyman Orchard Pies and Cookie fundraiser is almost here! This is a 
great opportunity to get all your holiday baking done. Order forms go out this week and are 
due no later than October 11th. This guarantees delivery two days before Thanksgiving. 
Please take advantage of this tasty event. Previous families (and faculty!) can attest to how 
delicious these pies and cookies are.  
 
Reminder:  3 O’clock families when picking up, please be prompt due to the congestion in 
the parking lot. If you are picking up during extended day, it still is important to be prompt so 
teachers working extended day can maintain safe, teacher child ratios and adhere to 
extended day responsibilities. If you need to speak to a teacher, please arrange a separate 
time so they are able to focus on you without the additional Drop-Off/Pick-Up responsibilities 
they have. Thank you for your help. 

Dates to Remember 

 Monday, October 10th = Columbus Day - Closed 

 Saturday, October 15th = Annual Fall Festival and Open House/11-1:00 PM (flyer coming soon) 

Saturday, October 22th = Parent’s Night Out/Halloween Party/4:30-7:30PM (info coming soon) 

Wednesday, October 26th= Fall Conferences – Closed 

DUE: October 11th= Lyman Pie/Cookie Orders & October 19th= For Small Hands Orders  

 

 

 

 

Montessori Beginnings Newsletter 

 
 

  Pre-Primary Room 

 Moira = 5 years old 

 Sophia = 5 years old 

 Allison = 4 years old 

 Finbar = 4 years old 

 Domantas = 3 years old 

 

 Toddler One Room 

 Brandon 2 years old 

 

 

   

Nature Explore/Extended Day: Cool crisp air, falling leaves and acorns 

abound. We will take advantage by gathering items to make a collage. We 

will also take a “listening walk” or two. The book, The Listening Walk is a 

delightful story of taking a walk in silence to hear the amazing things that 

happen (you might want to try this). Hay bales from the Fall Festival will no 

doubt be explored and jumped on as they are moved about along with the 

many other moveable parts in our play space. We will also cut open and 

explore some pumpkins!       ,  



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Pumpkins, cornstalks, and cool nights-that’s what makes 

up fall. The Toddler’s this month will be exploring the  

color orange, pumpkins, and leaves.  

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toddler one Room news 

Books 

       

          
   

Along with many other books        

with a fall theme and also first 

word books. These are great 

books that allow children to 

identify objects and increase 

language developments. 

 

Tactile Bin – the sensory bin will be filled with 

leaves, orange pompoms, plastic pumpkins, along 

with scoops and small pitchers.  

 

Practical Life = Pumpkin washing/transferring black 

pom poms into a pumpkin ice cube tray/scooping 

pumpkin pasta from orange bowls/transferring 

orange animal counters form one orange bowl to 

the next/open-close basket. The children will 

continue to use a large bin and several sponges to 

work on hand strength by squeezing them.  

 

Math/Sensorial = Sorting two objects by color, 

knobbed cylinder and several posting works will be 

added to the shelves. Posting works help children 

develop hand/eye coordination and fine motor 

skills. We will be cutting open a pumpkin and 

exploring its insides too.  

 

Language = A basket of fall objects and cards to 

match. New everyday object language cards and 

assorted puzzles.  

 

Art projects = Orange texture painting inside a 

pumpkin outline and a Halloween project is 

planned.  

 

Cooking = Pumpkin bread 

 
 

Song: Five little Pumpkins 

Five little pumpkins sitting on a 

gate. 

The first one said oh my, it’s getting 

late. 

The second one said there are 

witches in the air. 

The third one said but we don’t 

care.  

The fourth one said let’s run and 

run and run.  

The fifth one said Halloween is fun.  

 

 

 

Each month we will feature a different Montessori material. 

This month is the knobbed cylinders. These cylinders are 

designed to be self-correcting. This set of four blocks, each 

with its appropriate series of cylinder insets, help to develop 

the child's visual discrimination of size. They form the following 

graduation of exercises - from easy to difficult: decrease in 

diameter and height, diameter only, decrease in diameter 

while increase in height, and decrease in height only. 

The knobbed cylinders indirectly prepare the child for writing, 
through the handling of the cylinders by their knobs, and prepares 
them for later work in Math, through observation of the regular 
differences in the cylinders. 



 

 

 

 
All the children are transitioning into their new routine well, and are walking into their room with gusto.  In order 

to help the children begin their day, we ask that you please refrain from bringing in stuffed animals, toys, etc.. 

into the room (we have plenty of activities for them to enjoy here!).  In the event that your child needs a special 

loved item to sleep with, please pack it in your child’s bag and we will make sure he has it for sleeping.  

 Some parents have asked what things or opportunities can you do or offer at home too!  In each 

newsletter, we will offer a tip of the month to help in this endeavor.    Tip of this month is:  Jacket flipping!  

Toddlers love to do things themselves, and putting on their own jacket is one of the easiest things for a child to 

do.  Simply, lay the jacket by the child’s feet backwards (so the tag is facing their feet).  Invite them to slide 

their hands into their sleeves and flip it over their head!  There’s a little jingle “tag by your toes, hands in the 

holes, and over the head it goes!”  Please feel free to ask for a demonstration! 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          
 

 

                           

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Toddler Two Room News 

Math/Sensorial = Since toddlers are very sensorial we 

encompass this love throughout their learning.  Toddlers rely on 

their senses to learn, especially since they are in the midst of 

learning language.  We will continue to offer the knobbed 

cylinders in the environment, and will remain a staple in the 

environment, but will be replaced with more challenging ones.   

One concrete activity that will be introduced in the 

environment is a simple number (1-3) board that encourages the 

child to “match” a red cylinder to the corresponding number.  

Not only is this activity self-correcting, the children enjoy the 

opportunity to use further enhance their fine motor development 

and their hand-eye coordination.  Going forward we will add 

numbers to the lesson, allowing the children to follow the 

sequence with a material they are already familiar with. 

Practical Life = One of the transferring activities offered to the 

children requires the child to use a tong like tool (strawberry huller) 

to transfer pompoms to a mold with pumpkin spaces.  This activity 

not only requires the child to use fine motor muscles, but also use 

hand-eye coordination.  Another activity that will be presented is 

pumpkin hammering.  With this activity, the child will be invited to 

hammer golf tees into a pumpkin (with the attempt to follow a 

marked faced).  This activity not only uses coordination, but also 

allows the child to use fine and gross motor movements.  

Cooking =  Cooking with children is an amazing opportunity, not 

only do they enjoy the products they make, but they are eager to 

learn about ingredients and measurements.  One of the lessons 

we will include in our cooking adventures is learning how 4 ¼ cups 
equals 1 whole cup.  What a great math lesson!  This month we 

are planning on making mini pumpkin pies, as well as homemade 

play dough.  We hope to make play dough with the children 

each month, not only to allow them to have another cooking 

opportunity, but to have more ownership of the play dough that 

we use in the classroom.  We are always looking for different 

things to create with the children, so please feel free to share any 

ideas/recipes with us! 

 

   Language = This month we will work 

with many things with the color orange 

to complement the month of October.  

In one of the activities, children will use 

language cards that highlight different 

objects that are orange.  We will also 

offer a Halloween inspired matching 

activity for the children to discover 

objects such as “jack-o-lantern”, 

“ghost”, “witch”, and other fun things. 
In the course of the classroom 

conversations, we will continue to work 

on learning about each other and how 

we all have feelings.  Since toddlers are 

learning how to communicate with 

words, it is important for them to learn 

these words, and understand how to 

communicate these needs.  One of the 

lessons that we do explain is that all 

emotions are healthy emotions, no 

matter what.  For example, it is okay to 

be angry or sad, we just need to learn 

how to express ourselves appropriately 

and safely.  We will also start gathering 

family photos (provided by the families) 

for our “All About Toddler 2” project 

where we will highlight photos of the 

children and their family! 

Art  = We will be working on a special 

Halloween inspired hand print activity 

which for sure will be a keep sake for all 

of you!  In addition to this, we will be 

offering painting at the easel (painting 

with the colors orange and black) and 

a jack-o-lantern gluing activity.  As a 

reminder, art for toddlers is all about the 

process of creativity and expression, not 

the actual product, so sometimes things 

don’t always make it home. 
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Language=  Phonetics – word cards (vocabulary) – grammar (mechanics) - word study (usage) – 

sentence structure – composition  

 Letter box number two: (e,r,g,h,n) has been added to our shelves along with works that will 

reinforce these letters. An ABC wooden puzzle, rhyming cards, along with some Halloween 

inspired letter works later in the month. The five year olds will continue in their journals, working 

on sight words, reading, and letter writing. We will be installing a language shelf specifically for 

our three year olds.  Look for up-dates in our weekly preprimary newsletter.  Each month the 

children will learn a poem about that month during morning meeting.  

  

Our artist this month is Michelangelo: The children look at some of his art work and then create their 

own masterpiece while lying on their backs under the table (Sistine Chapel?). Other art projects will 

be painting and constructing jack o lanterns, making Popsicle stick scarecrows, a four season picture, 

gluing leaves on a tree, leaf rubbing and a Halloween surprise.  

        

         Pre PRIMARY Room news 

Practical Life; Care of self – care of environment – 

grace & courtesy – control of movement –  

concentration – personal independence 

 

 Hammering golf tees into a pumpkin 

 Tactile bin with fall shape pasta to scoop, 

tweeze and pour.  

 Transferring spikey rubber balls using thongs 

into a snail shape tin 

 Scooping wooden beads from two pumpkin 

containers 

 Using an eyedropper to transfer water into a 

pumpkin ice cube tray 

 Tactile bin with kinetic sand and North 

America animals.  

 Pouring black beans from pumpkin shaped 

pitchers 

 Pouring colored sand using a funnel into small 

vases. 

 Pumpkin washing  

 

Science Area 
 Pumpkin and gourd 

discovery. 

 Tweezing Indian corn 

 Living and non-living 

 Land/air/sea 

 The life cycle of a 

pumpkin 

 Studying the four 

season, especially fall. 

 

Math: counting (quality and symbol) – decimal system – memory work – concrete abstraction – 

arithmetic – geometry (shape and planes) 

 A one to five, one to one correspondence using fire trucks into numbered fire stations. A 

one to nine work with the sandpaper numbers and objects to count. Kindergarteners will 

continue to work on the golden beads and number formation.  

Sensorial: visual and spatial dimensional works – five senses – stereognostic (tactile and muscle 

movement) 

 Knobbed and knobbless cylinders, along with fabric squares and sound cylinders   

Cultural: Geography – Zoology – social studies – Science – Botany 

 Community helpers, children around the world, landmarks around the world and books 

on Peace 

 



 

 

 

 

              Preprimary menu       

3 

Bring their 

Own 

 

4 

Bring their 

Own 

 

 

5 

Bring their 

Own 

 

 

6  

Bring their 

Own 

 

 

7  

Chicken nuggets 

Veggie/fruit/roll 

10 

Columbus 

Day 

No School 

  

 

 

11 

Bring their 

own 

Lyman Pies 

& Cookie 

Orders Due 

12 

Bring their 

own 

13 

Bring their 

own 

 

14 

English muffin 

pizzas/broccoli 

apples 

 

17 

Bring their 

own 

 

 

18 

Bring their 

own 

19 

Bring their 

own 

For Small 

Hands 

Orders Due 

20 

Bring their 

own 

 

 

21 

Pumpkin 

Pancakes/ham/ 

Fruit 

 

24 

Bring their 

own 

25 

Bring their 

own 

26 

Conferences 

No School 

27 

Bring their 

own 

 

 

28 

Halloween pasta 

and sauce 

veggie/fruit 

 

 

 

31 

Special     

snack 

Happy 

Halloween 

 

Nov 1 

 

Bring their 

own 

2 

 

Bring their 

own 

3 

 

Bring their 

own 

4 

 

Macaroni & 

Cheese/veggie/fruit 

 

 

 

                                                             


