
 

 
 

 
 
 
   
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                   
 
 
 
 
 

Thanks to ‘Pizza Wave Pizzeria’ of Marston’s Mills for donating pizza boxes to the school!       
We will be using them to make stepping stones for the new playground. 

Playground Update: The playhouse has arrived and should be built within the month. The 
swing set is in production and should be shipped soon! We will be having a parent meeting 
to discuss the playground at the end of the month (look for an email). Thank you to those 
who have sent in private donations and donated to our “GoFundMe.com” site! 

The Playground donation/pledge forms (sent home in May) can be turned in any time from 
now until July 31st. The family receiving a free month’s tuition for August will be announced 
no later than August 2nd. We will also offer the family with the 2nd highest donations $100 off 
their August tuition. 

Montessori Beginnings Newsletter 

JULY 2013 
 

“Free the child's 
potential, and you 
will transform him 
into the world” 

--Maria Montessori 

April 2013 

 
Preschool 

Tucker will be four 

Maura will be??? 
 

 

July brings our country’s birthday, hot summer days, and 
great cook outs. At school we say goodbye to some of 
our Montessori materials and hello to some fun themes! 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
 
 
      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Fine Motor 
Art experiences, such as finger painting and easel 
painting, will be incorporated. Squeezing glue bottles, 
manipulating paints brushes, and markers are other 
ways the children will utilize fine motor skills.  Toddlers 
will be encouraged to tear paper and string beads, 
as these are other great ways to encourage fine 
motor development.  Teachers will add sand to finger 
paints as they encourage children to smear it with 
their hands.  They will talk about the colors, rough 
texture of the sand, and their actions.  Other activities 
may include exploring a variety of shells, as teachers 
talk about texture, color, and size. 

Gross Motor 
The wading pool, playground time, and sprinkler play 
will be incorporated each day: weather permitting.  
Please remember to leave a sunhat, bathing suit, 
water shoes, and swimmies/water diapers for your 
child!   Music and dancing will also be incorporated 
to promote large muscle movement. As well as 
thinking of the beach and ocean, teachers will 
incorporate the rocking boat as they sing songs such 
as, “Row, Row, Row Your Boat.”  Teachers will 
encourage the children to pretend to be sea animals 
by walking like crabs or jumping like dolphins.  While 
on the playground and on the deck, teachers will 
include ‘beach ball play,’ allowing the children to 
throw, kick, and catch a ball. 

 

Math and Science 
Sand and water play will be 

incorporated in the sensory tables, 
along with sea animals, shovels, 

pails and cups. Water will be added 
to sand to invite the children to 

explore mixing both together, just 
like at the beach!  During water 

play, children will explore the 
concept of sink or float.  Materials, 
such as boats and ducks, will also 

be added to the water table.  
Teachers will make play-dough with 

children, as well as do cooking 
activities that allow children to pour, 

scoop, and dump ingredients. 
Water play and mixing of paints 
(green and blue) while on the 

playground will also be part of the 
curriculum. 

Books 
Teachers will create dialogues with 
children introducing concepts of 
the beach and ocean.  On the 
Seashore, Under the Sea, and 

Baby Beluga are great books to 
introduce infants and toddlers to 
these themes. Pictures of ocean 
life and all things blue and green 
(representative of the ocean) will 

be included to create curiosity 
and exploration.  

 

Toddler one Room 

Themes: Beach and Ocean 
Colors: blue & green 

Shape: circle 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
  
        
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 Much of the year round curriculum in the 
Toddler Montessori class room consists of daily 
routines such as putting on our slippers and shoes, 
participating in Circle Time activities, pouring juice 
and having snack, learning to use the toilet and 
washing our hands. These practical life exercises 
teach the child basic living skills and 
independence. Over the summer months our 
practical life area will be stocked with plenty of 
pouring, spooning, scooping, and 
washing/scrubbing works – all very popular 
activities. 

 During the first two weeks of July the Toddlers 
will be exploring the world of Dinosaurs. With an 
assortment of dinosaurs, rocks, small logs, and 
sand, we will be creating a dinosaur scene in the 
sensory table for the child’s tactile pleasure and 
language development. In addition, we will be 
reading several books pertaining to dinosaurs and 
adding matching and coloring works to our 
shelves.  

   

Toddler two 
Room news 

 

 

The last two weeks of July the 
Toddler class room will be 
transformed into a Sensorial 
Extravaganza. Toddlers need 
learning projects that utilize 
their senses. We will be filling a 
bin with pom-poms and 
providing cardboard cones 
and scoops for the children to 
make a pretend ice cream 
cone. “Making cement” 
(flour, salt, & water) and 
making homemade play-
dough will be fun indoor 
activities. Another project the 
Toddlers will be working on will 
be making scented balls using 
oranges and whole cloves. 
After letting the scented balls 
dry in the sun for three or four 
days, they will smell wonderful 
and make a fragrant air 
freshener! This activity will help 
the Toddlers recognize 
similarities and differences 
based on the sense of smell 
and learn more about food. 
Finally, our cooking project 
during July will be to make  
Jell-O for a snack.  
 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

  Calendar of Events for July:  
 July 8th to July 12th: Camping fun- We will pretend to camp in the classroom with a 

tent and pretend-campfire. The children will make binoculars and handprint 
campfire pictures. For lunch we will be having hot dogs and a special S’mores snack.  

 July 15th to July 19th: Fun with art- Come dressed to get messy! We will be doing 
several art projects including a firework picture and a group splatter painting. Donna 
Rockwell will come and talk to us about being an artist. KaseyJaynes has a wonderful 
photo scavenger hunt planned. For lunch, we will make masterpiece sandwiches 
and snack on artist mix.  

 July 22nd to August 2nd:  Mad science weeks- All sorts of science experiments will be 
performed. We will explore the properties of matter. On July 29th, a “Science with 
Kim” program will come to the school. She will be doing a “hands-on” lesson about 
matter. Lunch will be Mad Scientist Wraps and Erupting Pizza.  
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Please send in toothpaste to share with classroom. Thank you. Also we will be doing a 
parent’s night out on July 20th. Open to preschool students. Look for a sign up sheet and flyer 
at the end of the week.  

“Brush, brush, brush your teeth, up 
and down the gums Merrily, merrily, 
merrily, merrily, Brushing can be 
fun!!… (to the tune of ‘Row, row, 
row your boat’)” 
 

Red Room: A train table is the main 
focus of this room.  The room also 
features puzzles, with a camping 
theme, a tent, and many, many 
building opportunities. Some materials 
we will be building with are Lincoln logs 
and blocks made from tree cookies.  
The book corner has books about 
building, the outdoors, and summer 
vacation themes.  

Green Room: This room has been transformed into a small cozy house.  Children can dress 
up in community service or other outfits and play within a kitchen/living area (or is it a 
restaurant?). Menus and placemats made by the children will be added throughout the 
month. The room contains books and puzzles related to the theme of the room.  A pot 
holder making work is on the practical life shelf.  
 

Preschool Room news 

Practical Life/Blue Room: We are keeping with Montessori in this room, providing lots of 
pouring, scooping, and squeezing opportunities. There will also be science and math works 
added. Other works include: sorting, animal matching (matching animals to their habitats), 
and a land/air/sea work.  We will study animals that you might find while camping. 

 



 

 
 

 
Preschool July menu 

8 
Hot dogs/ green 
beans/pineapple 
 
 

9 
Hot dogs/mixed 
veggies/apples 

10 Bring their 
own/ snack:  
S’mores 

11 Bring their 
own/snack: 
S’mores 

12 
Bring their own 

15 
Masterpiece 
Sandwiches/fruit 
veggies 
 
 
 

16 
Masterpiece 
Sandwiches/fruit 
veggies 
 

17 Bring their 
own/snack: 
Artist mix 

18  Bring their 
own/snack: 
Artist mix 

19 
Bring their own 

22 
Mad Scientist 
wraps with celery 
stick sliders, 
veggies  
 
 
 

23 
Mad Scientist 
wraps with celery 
stick sliders, 
veggies 

24 Bring their 
own/snack 
grapes and 
toothpick DNA 

25 Bring their 
own/snack 
grapes and 
toothpick DNA 

26 
Bring their own 

29 
Erupting pizza w/ 
Dr. Honeydew 
melon cones, 
veggies 
 
 
 

30 
Erupting pizza w/ 
Dr. Honeydew 
melon cones, 
veggies 

31 
Bring their own 

August 1 
Bring their own 

August 2 
Bring their own 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

“Education is a natural process carried out by the child and is not 
acquired by listening to words but by experiences in the environment.” 

--Maria Montessori 
 

Caption describing picture or graphic. 


