
 

 

 

 

 

                         

                                                         

 

                                         
                                      
                                    

      

 

January 2017 

 
Welcome back! We hope your family had an enjoyable and happy holiday season. With the weather 
now colder, please remember to dress your child warmly as we go out first thing.  
 
Please send in a hat, gloves or mittens and boots when appropriate. We do go out everyday unless it 
is below 32 degrees. It is so important to LABEL-LABEL-LABEL. It can be challenging  keeping so 
many hats and mittens together, so labeling really helps. We encourage the children to keep mittens 
in their pockets if they are not using them. Thank you for your help. 
 
We are excited to share our “small but mighty” school will have not one, but three presenters at our 
annual regional Montessori Conference Saturday! Kathy and Jen follow up last year’s Setting up a 
Nature Based Play Space presentation with, How to Further Engage Children and Faculty While 
Enjoying Your Nature Space. Repeat presenter, Rachael Dunbar (Toddler 2 Lead), will be presenting, 
Building Effective Relationships and Communication with Families. 
 
Dates to Remember:  
 
January 16th = School Closed in observance of Martin Luther King Jr.  
January 14th = Parent’s Night Out (4:30 – 7:30 pm). A flyer will be sent out next week. This month we 

will celebrate Chinese New Year.  
January 18th  = Pre Primary Science Night - Pot Luck Dinner. A letter comes home this week with 

more details about this great event. 
 
Nature Explore – Extended Day News 
 
 
Monthly Info Link: We are thinking ahead a little but still some great ideas- 

https://www.parentmap.com/article/11-fun-ideas-for-exploring-nature-with-kids?page=11 
 

Featured Area: Messy Materials. A well-designed "messy materials" area can encourage children to 
use their imaginations, experiment with a variety of natural objects, practice carrying heavy objects, 
and feel a sense of accomplishment and personal mastery over the environment. Create an area 
covered with sand, wood chips or mulch where children can dig and explore a variety of materials. 
We like to include seasonal items in our messy material area. Again, if anyone has a real Christmas 
tree that is not too big to donate we would love it!  
We will be making pinecone bird feeders this month to feed our fine feathered friends.  
Inside we will take advantage of the different building and art materials offered in the classrooms.  
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          January Birthdays 

 

Pre-primary room 

Grace will be five 

Grace P. will be three 

 
 

 

https://www.parentmap.com/article/11-fun-ideas-for-exploring-nature-with-kids?page=11
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Toddler one Room News 

Cooking: 

Snowman Snack 

 

 
 

 

 

 Practical life:                                                                                              

 Scooping blue ice cubes from blue bowls                               

 Tweezing cotton balls into a clear jar                            

 Pouring blue water from pitcher to pitcher  

Language:                                                                                            

 Matching winter animals with pictures 

 New language cards 

 Puzzles with a transportation theme 

 Matching transportation cards 

 Matching puzzle pieces to laminated cards 

 Books with transportation or winter themes 

Math and Sensorial:  

 Knobbed cylinders 

 Blue exploration color box and tube 

 Blue color discrimination work 

 Counting objects 1, 2 , 3 

 New posting works; including buttons into 

a large jug.  

 Artic foam dough with polar animals 

 Tactile table with sand and trucks 

Building Concept: Transportation 

 Two types of car tracks 

 Wooden trains 

 Putting magnetic cars together 

                                                                                                                   
 Watercolor snowflakes                    Melted snowman               

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Practical Life: 

Since practical life is essentially everyday living, we will 

be working with the children to help prepare 

themselves for going outside, such as putting on their 

own boots, mittens, hats, and snow pants.  The 

children have been working on putting on their own 

jackets since the colder weather arrived by “flipping” 

on their own jackets.  This technique gives the children 

a sense of ownership of their own needs, and builds 

independence.  If you would like to see how we 

present “flipping” please don’t hesitate to ask us for a 

lesson!   Just think how much easier your day can be if 

your child is able to get prepared for the day without 

any help!  The children have been working with 

pouring with and without a funnel, and these lessons 

will continue to be offered to the children in various 

forms.  In addition to pouring, the children will have 

the opportunity to scoop and tong objects in and out 

of various containers.  

                                        
Language/Math: 

January normally brings snow, and so we capitalize on 

this amazing opportunity to share snow themed words 

with the children.  We also incorporate snowflake 

matching and other snow language cards to match 

and count with.  When you are driving with your child, 

take the opportunity to point out new snow themed 

things, such as snow plows on trucks, snow blowers, 

snow shovels, and of course sleds.  One of the songs 

that we will be singing is “The Hat on my Head Keeps 

me Warm”.  This is sung to the tune of “The Wheels on 

the Bus” and goes like this: “The hat on my head keeps 

me warm, keeps me warm, keeps me warm.  The hat 

on my head keeps me warm, all winter long.”  Then 

continue to sing about mittens, jacket, and boots!   

 

 

Art and Cooking: 

Snowflakes and other winter 

inspired art creations will be 

presented not only on the 

shelves for independent 

experiences, but will be offered 

in small groups.  We will be 

experiencing different types of 

art to create shimmery and 

other fun sparkly things.  It is 

always fun to cook when the 

weather is colder, and we are 

excited to get into the kitchen 

and make some winter foods.  

We will be making some 

delicious apple bread, and 

perhaps a soup or stew! 

               
 

 

Toddler two room news 

Sensorial: 

Many opportunities to build 

with various materials. 

Textures will be explored 

through Mitten matching - 

made from different types 

of materials.  

Tactile table will feature: 

Animals frozen in ice - 

Seeing what items sink and 

float - Artic dough  

Art: ice cube painting - 

Snowflake stamps - 

Making snowflakes with pipe 

cleaners - 

Making a polar cave out of 

a big box 



 

 

 

 

 

 

        Preprimary Room news 

Practical Life = We explore winter featuring pouring, scooping, and squeezing works.  

 Corn meal measuring and spooning 

 Blue glass pouring  

 Tweezing cotton balls into a jar to make a snowman                                 

 Placing plastic chips into a bank (great fine motor work) 

 Winter tactile box with scooping, pouring, tweezing, and using a magnifying glass 

 Winter items lacing cards 

 

Science:  Introducing categories/concepts of animals; birds/mammals/fish - We will freeze  

magnetic objects into ice and the children will use a magnet to retrieve them - Rainforest 

puzzles - Rainforest animal matching to pictures - Caring for a plant.   

Kindergarten children will be working on a special science presentation for Science Night.  

 

Geography/Culture:  We will be studying South America this month. The continent of South 

America on our world map will be introduced along with the South America folder which 

contains pictures about the culture.  Children will also color flags of South American 

countries and learn some Spanish.  

 

Language: We will be introducing letter box 4. Children will practice writing these letters in 

sand. Rhyming cards, sequence puzzles and a new letter game will be added to the 

shelves.  An object letter matching work will be introduced along with the children 

creating their names to make a snowman. Each circle of the snowman will represent a 

letter of their name. Word patterns, and sight word spelling activities are “on tap” for our 

kindergarteners.  

 

Math/Sensorial: On the sensorial shelves are some new geometric shapes, Pink Tower and 

Brown Stair cards along with cards that show ways you can mix these (extensions) will be 

added to the shelves.  Also, Counting  1- 9 activities - Counting using mittens with numbers 

and  winter type objects - 1-5 counting snowmen -  Unifix cube counting work.  

 

Art:  Henri Rousseau is our featured artist this month. Since we are learning about South 

America and animals that live in the rain forest and jungles it is fitting we look at his work. 

Rousseau is best known for his jungle paintings. Most of his work was not based on first hand 

knowledge, but on places visited or ads he had seen then reworked and styled to create 

his own distinct works.  

 

                                     



 

 

 

 

 

 

Pre primary January menu 

2 

 

Bring their own 

 

 

3 

 

Bring their own 

4 

 

Bring their own 

5 

 

Bring their own 

6 

Grilled Cheese 

Sandwich, fruit 

And veggies 

9 

 

Bring their own 

 

 

10 

 

Bring their own 

11 

 

Bring their own 

12 

 

Bring their own 

 

13 

Snowflake  

Pancakes/fruit 

sausage 

 

 

16 

No School 

Martin Luther Jr. 

Day.  

 

 

17 

 

Bring their own 

18 

 

Bring their own 

19 

 

Bring their own 

20 

Winter Pasta 

Mixed veggie 

Fruit 

23 

 

Bring their own 

 

 

 

 

24 

 

Bring their own 

 

 

 

25 

 

Bring their own 

26 

 

Bring their own 

27 

 

English Muffin 

Pizza, veggie 

Fruit 

 

             

 

                      
 

 

                                                         


